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To The Editon

1 have a $&W wonds 1o say about the anticke "About Abonta" in the
April 1966 TAC ATTACK. Finst of alk, 1 have no wagnemeni with yout
basic premise that in both accidents the pilots were ot mentatly PrLe”
pared £0 cope with the emengency.

1 do take exception 10 the siatement that "aktho & maﬂﬁuncf/&owmg
ainspeed indicaton triggered the pilots 10 abont An both cased, it can
handly be blamed $0% eithen accident.” 1t was My undesstanding that
nyeat of the pants” flying was n disnepute, ot had taken & back seat

1n the it accident the pilot checked his Line speed three times.
Three timed the speed wab OW on above, schedule. Then the speed

seemed L0 hold at 155 knots. The piLot fowened his nose back to the
nunway but the speed sl did not Ancrease. Therefone, he coukd onty
ccénnc,f’,tude that his push was failing. He did the onky neasonable thing «--
abont.

The anticle sayb "the pilot's decisdon 10 abont was based sokely

upon nefgenence to the ainspeed Lnd/éca/ton." what other instument does

he have %o measwie engine output? Where s the thuwt meten Located An

the acnagt? 1 haven't gound any in the wincnaft 1've fLown.. 14 there
was some other way 0f telling the pmﬁonmance 04 the a,incjuaﬁ/t-eng,éne
céom,bzﬁym/téon we woukdn't have to use Line speed checks, except as &
ackup.

Let's twn this gt accident around & gittle and see how At sounds
to an accident boanrd. Evenything is the same until the point whene the
pikoX aborts. In this hgpothe/técaﬂ case he does not abort agten LowesLing
the nose, instead he pulls AL back up %o takeofd attitude. He thinks

he 4s accelerating and he thinks his speed 48 sufficient fon takeotd

and he thinks his ainspeed Tndicaton Ab maﬂﬂunc/téomg. The airoaft
neven fLeaved the ground. The pilot A fucky and sunvives L0 tell his
stony. Let's Aay nvestigation neveals the engine was producing s0me-
thing Less than maximun st duwning Latten s1aged of the takeo$t-

what woukd Yous as a pikot and board member think?

Wouldn't you think this pilot wab maybe @ rittle dense? He nefused

to betieve his prAmary penponmanct s tument, the TAS indicatorn, and

tuusted his feeling that he had sufpicient ainspeed.

1've got ab good @ bea;t—oﬁ—/the—pam feel fon f{lyding ab the next

piLot. and 1 use 4%, but in conjunction with the available insuments

7 would hate to make & enitical maneuv et such as takeotd, without some
; 5 g

This anticke,o0n the portion of 4t T am concerned with, gives the
distinet impreasion that the authon feeks the aispeed indicator 45 not
to be thusted ad much as the pilot’s sense 0f speed. This is just not
the tnuth, and has not been valid §or many yewrs Since the anticle
was pruinted An @ magazine that 45 nidely nead and betieved, 1 unge that

a oLanifieation be “mediately pubwhed in the same magazine.

JULY 1966
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MAINTENANCE MAN OF THE MONTH

Technical Sergeont Walter E. Narkiewicz of
the 31st Tuctical Fighter Wing, Hamestead Air
Force Bose, Florido, has been selccted to re-
ceive the TAC Maintenance Man Sofety Awerd
for the month of June 1966. Sorgeant Narkiewicz
will receive ¢ letter of appreciotion from the
Commander of Tactical Air Cammand and on en-
groved awerd.

PILOT OF DISTINCTION
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CREW CHIEF OF THE MONTH

Staff Sargeant Frederick A. Cheney of the
4413th Orgonizational Maintenance Squadeon,
Sewart Air Force Base, Tennessee, has been
selected to receive the TAC Crew Chiaf Sofety
Award for the month of June 1966, Sergeant
Chency will receive e letter of appreciotion fram
the Cammander of Tectical Air Commond ond an
engraved oward.

B

Captain Moody was flying a T-28 on an ord-
nance delivery mission with an observer in the
rear scot. On his first strafing poss he ex-
perienced severe engine backfiring. He quickiy
fodyced power, declored an emergency, ond
turned toward o fire breck an the gumnery range.
The engine cantinved to bockfice_and Coptain
Maody fest altitude as ail 0
windscreen, Engina_deto ihe oll
ond flames streaked b

Rather than risk a lo
an Inexgerienced pass
Captain #oody elocted
ing. He blew bac ade a
smooth landing ¢ Iy mi

JULY 1966
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